
Wednesday, September16, 2020
MinutesoftheRegularMeetingoftheCityCouncil

CALLTOORDER

ARegularMeetingoftheSouthPasadenaCityCouncilwascalledtoorderbyMayorJoeon
Wednesday, September16,2020, at7:32p.m., intheCouncilChamber, locatedat1424Mission
Street, SouthPasadena, California.  

ROLLCALL

Presentvia CouncilmembersCacciotti,Rossi(attendedinperson),andSchneider;MayorPro
Zoom: TemMahmud;andMayorJoe. 

Absent: None

CityStaff ActingCityManager/FireChiefPaulRiddle; CityAttorneyTeresaHighsmith(in
Present: attendanceviaZoom); andChiefCityClerkMariaE. AyalawerepresentatRoll

Call. 

PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE

TheFlagSaluteledbyMayorProTemMahmud. 

1.CLOSEDSESSIONANNOUNCEMENTS

CityAttorneyHighsmithprovidedaClosedSessionreportfortheSpecialClosedSession
MeetingheldonSeptember11, 2020at6:30p.m.  

A.LABORNEGOTIATIONS
CONFERENCEWITHLABORNEGOTIATOR, PursuanttoGovernmentCodeSection
54957.6

ConferencewithLaborNegotiatorsregardinglabornegotiationswiththefollowinggroups: 
UnrepresentedManagementEmployees
SouthPasadenaPoliceOfficers’ Association
SouthPasadenaFirefighters’ Association
SouthPasadenaPublicServiceEmployees’ Association
SouthPasadenaPublicServicePartTimeEmployees’ Association
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CityNegotiators: CityManagerStephanieDeWolfe; InterimHumanResourcesManager
MichaelCasalou; TerriHighsmith, CityAttorney

B.PublicEmployeePerformanceEvaluation

PUBLICEMPLOYEEPERFORMANCEEVALUATION, PursuanttoGovernmentCode
Section54957(b) (1): 

Title:CityManager

CityAttorneyHighsmithreportedthefollowing: 

ItemA –CityCouncilreceivedabriefingbytheCity’sLaborNegotiatorregardingthestatus
ofnegotiationswiththeCity’sbargainingunits. NoactionwastakenbyCityCouncil. 

ItemB –CityCouncilmetanddiscussedaPublicEmployeePerformanceEvaluationforthe
CityManager. CityCouncilvoted5-0toseparatefromFormerCityManagerStephanie
DeWolfe. 

CityAttorneyHighsmithprovidedaClosedSessionreportfortheRegularClosedSession
MeetingheldonSeptember16, 2020at6:30p.m. 

A.LABORNEGOTIATIONS
CONFERENCEWITHLABORNEGOTIATOR, PursuanttoGovernmentCodeSection
54957.6

ConferencewithLaborNegotiatorsregardinglabornegotiationswiththefollowinggroups: 
UnrepresentedManagementEmployees
SouthPasadenaPoliceOfficers’ Association
SouthPasadenaFirefighters’ Association
SouthPasadenaPublicServiceEmployees’ Association
SouthPasadenaPublicServicePartTimeEmployees’ Association

CityNegotiators: CityManagerStephanieDeWolfe; HumanResourcesManagerMichael
Casalou; CityAttorneyTerriHighsmith

B.ANTICIPATEDLITIGATION
CONFERENCEWITHLEGALCOUNSEL—AnticipatedLitigation, Pursuantto
GovernmentCodeSection54956.9(d) (2): 

NumberofPotentialCases:  1

CityAttorneyHighsmithreportedthefollowing: 
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ItemA –CityCouncilreceivedabriefingbytheCity’sLaborNegotiatorregardingthestatus
ofnegotiationswiththeCity’sbargainingunits. NoactionwastakenbyCityCouncil. 

ItemB –CityCouncilmetwithLegalCounseltoreviewamatterofanticipatedlitigation. No
actionwastakenbyCityCouncil, butdirectionwasprovidedtotheCityAttorneyandthe
ActingCityManager. 

2.PublicComment

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread, butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeeting
andareavailableunderthemeeting’sAdditionalDocuments): 

StephanieMoreno
SamBurgess
ChloeMartinez
ElizabethMason
JoshBetta

ChiefCityClerkAyalaplayedanaudiorecordingofthepubliccommentreceivedviatheCity’s
publiccommentphoneline:  

DeanSerwin –ExpressedsupportfortherenewaloftheUtilityUsersTaxmeasureon
rdtheNovember3election. 

SamBurgess –ExpressedconcernforpossiblefirehazardsontheCity’shorseand
hikingtrail. 

BiancaRichards –ExpressedsupportfortheK-railsonMissionSt. andtheAlFresco
Diningprogram. 

JoshBetta –ExpressedconcernsofmediastatementsandconductofCityAttorney
HighsmithregardingtheCity’sconfidentiality. 

COMMUNICATIONS

3.CouncilmembersCommunications

CouncilmemberRossireportedonhavingreceivedcommunicationsfrompresentandformer
commissionersregardinghowcommissionsarecurrentlyran. CouncilmemberRossirequested
thattheCityconsiderlookingatbestpracticesforcitycommissionsbylookingatneighboring
cities; andestablishanAdHocCommitteetofurtherdiscussandmotiontoaddforanagenda
itemfornextmeeting.  AsecondwasprovidedbyCouncilmemberCacciottiforthetopictobe
discussedatthenextCityCouncilmeeting; ortheCouncilmeetingthereafter. 
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MayorProTemMahmudsuggestedwaitingonholdingdiscussionuntiltheselectionofan
InterimCityManageroccursandtheindividualstartsworking. 

CouncilmemberRossiconcurred. 

CouncilmemberCacciottiprovidedphotoswithcommentsregarding: CityofPasoRoblesAl
Frescodinning; CityofPasoRoblesK-railsusage; City’sassistanceforunhousedresidents;  
providedanupdateonrecentconstructionprojectsfromtheMetroGoldLineFoothill
ExtensionConstructionAuthority; etc. CouncilmemberCacciottialsoannouncedtheFree

rdCompostandMulchGiveAwayonOctober3, andthankedCityCouncilandCityStafffor
theirhardwork. 

CouncilmemberSchneiderreportedonthefollowing: City’seffortsonreviewingthePolice
Department’suse-of-forcepolicies; City’seffortsonpreventativemeasuresforevictionsof
thosewhoareeffectedbyCOVID-19; etc. 

MayorProTemMahmudreportedonthefollowing: Cityeffortsandservicesfortenantswho
havebeenaffectedbyCOVID-19; residentcomplaintsregardingSouthernCaliforniaEdison;  
remindedresidenttosubmitpubliccommentsfortheCity’sCleanActionPlanmeeting;  
reportedonattendingaCleanPowerAllianceBoardMeeting; remindedresidentsthatClean
PowerAllianceprovidespaymentcreditsforthosewhohavebeeneffectedbyCOVID-19; etc.  

MayorProTemMahmudrequestedthattheareadescribedinMr. Burgess’ publiccomments
beinspectedbystaffforpossiblefirehazard. AsecondwasprovidedbyCouncilmember
Cacciotti. 

thMayorJoeannouncedtheCityLibrary’sCitywideReadingProgramfromSeptember14to
stNovember1. 

4.CityManagerCommunications

ActingCityManagerChiefRiddleannouncedtheCity’sHousingElementUpdateVirtual
rdthCommunityWorkshopsonSeptember23andSeptember26. ChiefRiddlealsoprovided

briefcommentsregardingavailableparkinglocationsaftertheimplementationoftheCity’s
AlFrescoDinningProgram. 

5.ReorderingofandAdditionstotheAgenda

Therewasnoreorderingofagendaitems. 

CONSENTCALENDAR

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedAdditionalDocumentsforItemNos. 16-19, and21. 

CouncilmemberRossirequestedItemNo. 10bepulledforindividualdiscussion. 
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MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERCACCIOTTI, SECONDBYMAYORPROTEM
MAHMUD, CARRIED5-0, toapproveConsentCalendarItemsNos.6-9, and11-15. 

6.MinutesoftheRegularCityCouncilMeetingonAugust5, 2020

CityCouncilapprovedtheMinutesoftheRegularCityCouncilMeetingonAugust5, 2020
aspresented. 

7.MinutesoftheSpecialCityCouncilMeetingonAugust19, 2020

CityCouncilapprovedtheMinutesoftheSpecialCityCouncilMeetingonAugust19, 2020
aspresented. 

8.MinutesoftheRegularCityCouncilMeetingonAugust19, 2020

CityCouncilapprovedtheMinutesoftheRegularCityCouncilMeetingonAugust19, 2020
aspresented. 

9.ApprovalofPrepaidWarrantsintheAmountof $371,272.07; PrepaidWarrantVoidsin
theAmountof ($121,171.69); GeneralCityWarrantsintheAmountof $913,079.29;  
SupplementalACHPaymentsintheAmountof $490,298.58. 

CityCouncilapprovedtheWarrantsaspresented. 

11.DesignateRomineFundsforLibraryFusedGlassPublicArtwork

CityCouncildesignated$9,022.00fromtheunrestrictedRomineFundstowardtheRay
Bradbury-themedfusedglassartworktobeinstalledintheLibrary’sRayBradburyConference
Room. 

12.SecondReadingandAdoptionofOrdinanceNo. 2348ApprovingZoningCode
AmendmentforStreamlinePlanningReviewandMinorClean-up

OrdinanceNo. 2348CityCouncilconductedtheSecondReadingandAdoptedamending
SouthPasadenaMunicipalCode (SPMC) Chapter36 (Zoning) - Sections36.400.020
AuthorityofLandUseandZoningDecisions), 36.400.040 (ApplicationPreparationand

Filing), 36.410.040 (DesignReview), 36.410.060 (ConditionalUsePermitsand
AdministrativeUsePermits), 36.410.065 (HillsideDevelopmentPermits), 36.420.020 (Time
LimitsandExtensions), 36.600.050 (DesignReviewBoard), 36.610.050 (Applying, Filing,  
ProcessingandDecisions), 36.630.020 (NoticeofHearing), 36.630.040 (ReviewAuthority
DecisionandNotice), and36.630.050 (RecommendationbyPlanningCommission). 

13.AdoptionofResolutionNo. 7679UpdatingtheCity’sConflictofInterestCode

ResolutionNo. 7679CityCounciladoptedamendingtheCity’sConflictofInterestCode.  

14.AppointmentofVotingDelegateandAlternatetoRepresenttheCityofSouthPasadena
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atthe2020LeagueofCaliforniaCities’ AnnualBusinessMeeting

CityCouncilappointedMayorProTemDianaMahmudastheCityofSouthPasadena’s (City)  
votingdelegateandCouncilmemberStephenRossiasthealternatefortheLeagueof
CaliforniaCities’ (League) 2020AnnualBusinessMeetingonFriday, October9, 2020, tobe
heldvirtually. 

15.ApprovaloftheRecommendedCityPositionforthe2020LeagueofCaliforniaCities
Resolutions

CityCouncilauthorizedtheCitydelegatetovoteinsupportoftheresolutionbeingconsidered
attheupcomingLeagueofCaliforniaCities’ (League) AnnualBusinessMeetingbeingheld
duringtheLeague’sAnnualConference (virtually). 

ITEMSPULLEDFROMCONSENT

10.MonthlyInvestmentReportsforJuly2020

CouncilmemberRossirequestedtomeetwithGaryPia,CityTreasure,andCityStafftoask
severalquestionsregardingtheformatofthereportandwouldreportbackCityCouncilafter
thediscussion. 

CouncilmemberRossiprovidedcommentsregardinghisreviewoftheinvestmentreport, and
notedthatin2016therewasadeclineincashbalances. CouncilmemberRossirequestedthat
staffprovidea1-2paragraphsreportonnextmonth’sinvestmentreportastowhytherewasa
decline. AsecondwasprovidedbyCouncilmemberCacciotti. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERROSSI, SECONDBYMAYORPROTEMMAHMUD,  
CARRIED5-0, to: receiveandfilethemonthlyinvestmentreportsforJuly2020. 

PUBLICHEARING

16.RequestForReviewBytheCityCounciloftheCulturalHeritageCommission’sDecision
toApproveProjectNo. 2238-COA –CertificateofAppropriateness

MayorJoeprovidedabriefbackgroundontheitem. 

KanikaKith, PlanningManager, providedapre-recordedPowerPointpresentation. 

CityCouncilhadvariousquestionsandcommentsregardingthefollowing: ADUconversions; 
treeremovals; unpermittedpatiocover; originalconditionsapprovedandadditions; timeline
inwhichprojectswereapproved; etc. 

PlanningManagerKith, andMalindaLim, AssociatePlanner, answeredquestionsaccordingly. 
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CouncilmemberSchneiderrequestedmoreattentionbedirectedtowardsunpermittedtree
removalsandtheadditionalconditionsforreplacementoftrees. 

MayorJoeopenedthepublichearingat8:37p.m. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread, butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeeting
andareavailableunderthemeeting’sAdditionalDocuments): 

JimFenske
BrendaBlatt

ChiefCityClerkAyalaplayedanaudiorecordingofthepubliccommentreceivedviatheCity’s
publiccommentphoneline:  

JanandRichardMarshall –Expressedoppositionfortheitemandprovidedreasons
fortheopposition. 

NicoleDunville –Expressedoppositionfortheitemandprovidedreasonsforthe
opposition. 

TravisDunville –Expressedoppositionfortheitemandprovidedreasonsforthe
opposition. 

MayorJoeclosedthepublichearingat8:49p.m. 

MayorJoeconfirmedthattheapplicant’srebuttalargumentwasavailableonlineunderthe
meeting’sAdditionalDocuments. Giventhattheapplicantwasnotpresentduringthemeeting,  
CityCouncilwasunabletoaskquestionsregardingtheapplicant’srebuttalargument. 

Duringtheirdiscussion, CityCouncilhadvariousquestionsandcommentsregardingthe
following: projectsslabfoundation; unpermittedtreeremovals; City’spotentialliability;  
proceduresofobtainingtheprojectpermits; ADUparkingrequirement;Cityzoningand
buildinglaws; deferringissuesbackforCommissionconsideration; etc. 

CityAttorneyHighsmith, PlanningManagerKith, andAssociatePlannerLimanswered
questionsaccordingly. 

CouncilmemberSchneiderrequestedthatthePublicWorksDepartmentprovideastatementas
towhytheywereunabletodeterminethenumberandtypesoftreeremovedattheprojectsite. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERCACCIOTTI, SECONDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
SCHNEIDER, CARRIED5-0, to: 
1.RemandthisprojectbacktoCulturalHeritageCommissionforreconsideration, and

whenconsideredhavethemattersbeconsideredseparately. 
2.HavetheCulturalHeritageCommissionconsideredthematterregardingtheillegal

additionsandalterationstotheproject. 
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3.HavetheCulturalHeritageCommissionconsider, proposedtothedirectiveandin
respecttotheillegaladditionsandalterations, possibledemolitionoftheslab, patio
cover, andanyotherillegaladditionsattheproperty.  

4.RefertheprojectsofunpermittedtreeremovalandreplacementtotheNatural
ResourcesandEnvironmentalCommissionultimatelymakingarecommendationto
theCulturalHeritageCommissionbeforetheymeetagain.  

5.HavetheCulturalHeritageCommissionexaminetheproposalofthenewadditionand
imposedregionalconditionsbasedontheconsiderationsitmadebeforewithregard
toanyillegalactivityonthissitethattheyfeelisappropriate. 

Recommendation
StaffrecommendsthattheCityCouncilupholdtheCulturalHeritageCommission’sapproval
ofProjectNo. 2238-COA, CertificateofAppropriatenessfor1030BrentAvenuebasedonthe
findingsandconditionsofapprovalcontainedintheJuly16, 2020CulturalHeritage
Commissionstaffreport.   

ACTION/DISCUSSIONITEMS

17.AdoptionofaResolutionNo. 7680ConfirmingtheFireDepartment’sCompliancewith
MandatedInspectionDuties

ActingCityManagerChiefRiddleprovidedthestaffreport. 

CouncilmemberCacciottiaskedthatChiefRiddleexplainthestepsFireDepartment
personnelfollowduringafireinspection. 

ChiefRiddleansweredaccordingly. 

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMMAHMUD, SECONDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
ResolutionNo. 7680CACCIOTTI, CARRIED5-0, to: adoptthe acknowledgingthereceipt

oftheFireDepartment’sannualreportofcomplianceformandatedinspectionduties. 

AdditionalDocumentswereacknowledgedinthemotionshowingtheredlineeditstothestaff
reportclarifyingthemandatedinspectionsforSouthPasadenaschoolsandnursingfacilities. 

18.RatifyAppointmentsfortheRegionalHousingNeedsAssessmentAppealAdHoc
Committee

MargaretLin, ManagerofLongRangePlanningandEconomicDevelopment, provideda
PowerPointpresentation. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread, butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeeting
andareavailableunderthemeeting’sAdditionalDocuments): 
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EdElsner

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMMAHMUD, SECONDBYCOUNCILMEMBERROSSI,  
CARRIED5-0, to: 
1.ReviewandprovidecommentsregardingtheCity’sRegionalHousingNeeds

Assessment (RHNA) allocationappealefforts;  
2.RatifytheappointmentoftwomembersofthePlanningCommissionandaminimum

oftwo (andamaximumoffive) residentstoparticipateinthetemporaryRHNAAppeal
AdHocCommittee (Committee) toassistStaffonmattersrelatedtotheCity’sRHNA
allocationappeal. 

AdditionalDocumentswereconsideredinthemotionforthefollowingappointments: 
PlanningCommissionRepresentatives

JanetBraun, Chairo
JohnLesak, Vice-Chairo

CommunityMembers
MarkGallatin, CulturalHeritageCommissionChairo
PatrickKirchen, Residento
ZhenTao, FinanceCommissionChairo

19.ApprovalofOptionforContinuedVirtualPublicCommissionMeetings

ChiefCityClerkAyalaprovidedthestaffreport. 

CityCouncilhadvariousquestionsandcommentsregardingthefollowing: transparency;  
recordingofthemeetings; costs; publiccomments; currentITservices; currentcommission
meetingviews; Zoomsubscriptionpurchases; reimbursableCOVID-19relatedcosts;  
reliabilityoftheZoomplatform; futuremeetinglocations; Option2presentedonthestaff
report; publicparticipation; meetinghostingcontrols; etc. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaansweredquestionsaccordingly.LucyDemirjian, AssistanttotheCity
Manager,respondedtoquestionsregardingCOVID-19reimbursements. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread, butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeeting
andareavailableunderthemeeting’sAdditionalDocuments): 

JoshAlbrektson

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMMAHMUD, SECONDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
CACCIOTTI, CARRIED5-0, to: 
1.Reviewtheoptionsaspresentedtocontinuevirtualpubliccommissionmeetings; and
2.SelectedOption1asthedesignatedcommissionmeetingvirtualformat. 

AnAdditionalDocumentwasacknowledgedinthemotionprovidingadditionalinformation
regardingvirtualmeetingsforthePlanningCommission, CulturalHeritageCommission, and
DesignReviewBoard. 
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20.AdoptResolutionNo. 7681authorizingaCalPERSEarlyRetirementIncentiveProgram

MichaelCasalou, HumanResourcesManager, providedthestaffreport. 

MayorProTemMahmudandCouncilmemberRossihadquestionsandcommentsregarding
thefollowing: impacttocalculations; departmentrestructuring; costsavings; etc. 

HumanResourcesManagerCasalouansweredallquestionsaccordingly. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERCACCIOTTI, SECONDBYCOUNCILMEMBER
ResolutionNo. 7681SCHNEIDER, CARRIED5-0, to: adopttheproposed authorizingan

earlyretirementincentiveprogramunderCalPERS.  

21.FormationofFinanceAdHocCommittee

AssistanttotheCityManagerDemirjianprovidedthestaffreport. 

CouncilmemberRossiprovidedadditionalinformationontheitem. 

Duringtheirdiscussion, CityCouncilhadquestionsandcommentsregardingthefollowing:  
membershipoftheadhoccommittee; scopeofresponsibilities; BrownActrequirements; 
FinanceCommissioninput; etc. 

CouncilmemberRossiandCityAttorneyHighsmithansweredquestionsaccordingly. 

MayorProTemMahmudrecommendedtheitembedeferredtotheFinanceCommissionto
determinetheFinanceadhoccommitteescopeofresponsibilities. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERCACCIOTTI, SECONDBYMAYORPROTEM
MAHMUD, CARRIED5-0, to: havethisitemremandedtotheFinanceCommissionfor
recommendationstoCityCouncilbeforethenextRegularCityCouncilmeetingandhave
CouncilmemberRossipresenttheitemattheirCommissionmeeting. 

Recommendation
ItisrecommendedthattheCityCouncil: 
1.ProvidedirectiononthescopeofworktobeassignedtoaFinanceadhoccommittee, the

compositionofsuchanadhoccommittee, andtheprocessforassemblingsucha
committee.   

2.Providedirectiononthecompositionoftheproposedadhoccommitteeandresulting
processforfillingadhoccommitteepositions. 

Action/DiscussionItemAddedtoAgendaasAddendum: 

22.ConsiderationofEmploymentAgreementandResolutionNo. 7682forPost-Retirement
EmploymentofElaineAguilarforthePositionofInterimAssistantCityManager
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HumanResourcesManagerCasalouprovidedthestaffreport. 

CityCouncilhadvariousquestionsandcommentsregarding: InterimAssistantCityManager
startdate; termsforlengthofservices; FinanceDirector’semploymentstatus; fiscalimpact; 
possiblemodificationstotheemploymentagreement; etc. 

CityAttorneyHighsmithandHumanResourcesManagerCasalouansweredallquestions
accordingly. 

MayorJoerequesteda “FinancialImpact” sectionbeincludedontothestaffreport. City
Councilconcurred. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERCACCIOTTI, SECONDBYMAYORPROTEM
MAHMUD, CARRIED5-0, toapprove: 

ResolutionNo. 76821.The oftheCityofSouthPasadenaRequestingApprovalofPublic
Employee'sRetirementSystem (PERS) forHiringofAnnuitantforTemporary
AppointmenttoPositionofInterimAssistantCityManagerPursuanttoGovernmentCode
Sections21221(h) and7522.56(f)(1) and

2.ApprovetheEmploymentAgreementwithElaineAguilarforthePositionofInterim
AssistantCityManagerduringtheabsenceofFinanceDirector, KarenAcevesand/orthe
recruitmentprocessforanewfulltimeCityManager. 

AmendmentsmadebyCouncilmemberCacciotti (withasecondbyMayorProTemMahmud)  
wereconsideredinthemotiontomodifythetermsofemploymentstatingSeptember21, 2020
toMarch31, 2021. 

ADJOURNMENT

thMayorJoeannouncedanextRegularCityCouncilmeetingonOctober7.  

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, MayorJoeadjournedthemeetingat11:13p.m.  

RobertS. Joe
City ClerkMayor

Adoptedon10/07/2020
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